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- The MAILING DATE at th.s communication appLs on the cover sheet ^,th the ^orresponaence aaares. 

u onno PAN ^ TO PLACE THIS APPLICATION IN CONDITION FOR ALLOVyANCE. 

SfflSrc^^^^^^^^^^^^^ o ^pS fwTa'Ui .ea,: or ,3, a .i.e,v *d Re,ues. ,or Con„nued 

Examination (RCE) in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .1 14. 

PFRinn FOR REPLY [check either a) or b)] 

a) m The period for reply expires 3.months from the '^''''^'^1°'''''^^^^^ ,3te set forth in the final rejection, whichever is later. In 

b □ The period for reply expires on: (1) the mailing date "J ' f^^^^'^^^^^^^^^^ date of the final rejection. 

BxtenSLe may .e obtained under. CPRt.3^^^^^^ 
fee have been filed is the date for purposes of determining the pehod for reply originally set in the final Office action or 

SelyS may reduce any earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

fi^ri «n Annpllant's Brief must be filed within the period set forth in 

1 .□ A Notice of Appeal was filed °" .— j^PP^'^'"^^^^^^^ to avoid dismissal of the appeal. 

37 CFR 1.192(a), or any extension tnereoi [if ui^i^ i. 

2 n The proposed amendment(s) will not be entered because: 

,a) □ they raise new issues that would require furlher consideration and/or searcb (see NOTE below); 

(d) □ 're:;:::::::di"::clair„s wi,nout cancel., . ^...^^^^^^ nu.ber o, «naliv reiectsd claims. 
3.0 Applicant^re^iThis overcome the following rejection(s): 



would be allowable if submitted in a separate, timely filed amendment 



4 □ Newly proposed or amended claim(s) _ 
canceling the non-allowable claim{s). 
M The a)a affidavit, bjD exhibit, or 00 request for reconsideration has been considered but does NOT place 

The status of the claim(s) is (or will be) as follows: 
Claim(s) allowed: ■ 



Claim(s) objected to: • 

Claim{s) rejected: 1-14, & 16-24. 
Claim(s) withdrawn from consideration: 



8.D The proposed drawing correction filed on isaG approved or 

Statement(s)( PTb-14/9) F 



9. n Note the attached Information Disclosure Statement(s)( PTb-1^ 

10. H Other- rnntiniiation sheet. 
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disapprov^ by tl 
aper Nofs) 
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continuation Of 2. note: Applicants- arguments are^y^^^^^ 

persuasive and are also not found persuasive l^ere. ^'l®^^^^'^ "^^^^^^^^^^ to include other figures and the lines reproduced 

Katoh in fg. 2( d) etc. col. 5 lines 29-40 ^Jj «^s" ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ Uo figs' 7 a) a d ?b)^^^^^^^^^^ to figure 8 (a) of the present 

specifically deal with figure 2 (d). ^PP Slices shown therein is at issue and not the view/ dimension shown 

invention is not persuasive because f/"f iSition describes" leaving a network of trenches that are filled w.th a.r ,n the two 
in Ito's figures. Applicants' next contention that t^e'r specific i^^^^ uTno oersuasive because what is stated in the specification cannot from 
layers of dielectric that now funcfion the Inter Leve^^^^^^^^^^ frt Applicants' next contention that the applied art 

the basis of patent ably disfinguishing the instan ^PPl'^JOj^from ^^^^ ,. , dielectric is not 

does not disclose " the creation of a compound layer of dielectnc is not P^^^u^s^^ things listed on pages 9-10 of the 

presently recited in the claims. APPlicants^"f ^^^^^^^^^^^ de^S v^th'aUengS and are incorporated here by 

=C==9^tS:^!5:= 

^s;SnS:;hJr?^^^^^^ 



incorporated here by reference. 
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